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in South Africa, a distance of about 2,700 miles by rail
from Cape Town.
When Rhodes5 vision presented the railway stretching
in an unbroken thread from north to south, the knowledge
of the country lying between the Zambesi and the Nile
was somewhat-scanty. As the scheme progressed it became
known that Lake Tanganyika was hummed in by pre-
cipitous mountains, where railway-building would soar to
an enormous figure per mile. On the other hand, the lake
is a splendid sheet of water, offering excellent navigation
throughout its length of 400 miles. Therefore, there should
be no reason why the example of the Russian Government
in regard to the use of ferry steamers on Lake Baikal
should not be emulated to transport trains intact from
Kituta at the southern, to Usamburu at the northern, end
of Lake Tanganyika.
Ninety miles north of Usamburu is Lake Kivu, and the
dividing neck of land offers no great difficulties to construe*
tion beyond a gradual rise of 2000 feet. Reaching Lake
Kivu, which is also surrounded by lofty ridges, the rail-
way would once more take to the water for some 60 miles.
Continuing northwards, there is another stretch of rising
country to be crossed, where the track would be lifted to its
greatest height, or summit level, between Cape Town and
Cairo, to gain the head of Lake Edward, which is 75 miles
in length. Owing to the flat character of the country
around this sheet of water lending itself to cheap railway
construction, probably it would be found preferable to keep
to the land, especially as the country Is healthy, thickly
populated, and offers great promise of becoming wealthy
under commercial development.
But the line,after leaving Lake Kivu, has to pass through
Belgian territory, and as this location is inevitable unless
it were decided to swing somewhat to the east to pass
through German East Africa, an easier route has bew
offered through the Congo* The railway has been takeii
from Broken Hill to EHzabethville. The Belgian authori-
ties are anxious that it should be extended from that point